Concern Regarding Xenophobic Attacks in South Africa

Comrade Fikile Mbalula, Secretary general of the ANC

To the ANC NEC

Dear Comrade Fikile Mbalula and ANC NEC

We are writing to express our deep concern regarding the recent developments in South Africa
reminiscent of the violence of the 1990’s. These developments have increasingly targeted African
nationals living in the country. The xenophobic attacks we are witnessing do not seem to be
spontaneous incidents, but rather appear to form part of a political agenda aimed at destabilising
South Africa and diverting public attention from the country’s social and economic challenges.

We have furthermore received disturbing reports that legally operating businesses, many of them
owned or run by foreign nationals, have been subjected to intimidation and pressure to shut down
their activities and leave local communities within extremely short timeframes. Such actions raise
serious constitutional and legal concerns. Neither local political representatives nor municipal
authorities have the mandate to decide who may reside or conduct lawful business in a town or
province. Matters relating to immigration and residency fall under national authorities, while any
targeting of individuals or businesses based solely on nationality undermines the constitutional
principles of equality, dignity, and non-discrimination.

We understand that concerns regarding these incidents have already been raised with senior
leadership within the South African Police Service, and that legal interventions are being considered
in response to these unlawful threats and acts of intimidation.

As the leadership of the ANC, we urge you to take a clear and principled stand against these
xenophobic attacks and threats. Public statements alone are not sufficient; decisive action must also
be taken internally within the party. Do you agree that members engaging in or encouraging
xenophobia — regardless of who they may be — cannot find a home in a movement whose core
values are rooted in the struggle against apartheid, racism, and xenophobia? South Africa itself was
built with the contributions and sacrifices of people from across the region.

We urge you to call on the Minister of Justice to ensure that the prosecuting authorities investigate
all forms of xenophobic attacks, threats, and statements that target people solely because of their
origin or nationality.

As former anti-apartheid movements and organisations, it is our hope that the ANC will take this
appeal seriously. While South Africa, and not least the ANC, has taken principled action at the
International Court of Justice regarding the ongoing genocide in Gaza, the passivity shown towards
xenophobic attacks within South Africa stands in stark contrast.

There is a need for action now. Use the power you have, and be an active partner in the fight against
this current wave of xenophobia.



The struggle continues.

Sincerely
Rachel Palma Randle, for ACTSA, Former Anti-apartheid Movement in the UK
Morten Nlelsen, for Global Action. Former Anti-apartheid Movement in Denmark

Bart Luirink, the former Anti-apartheid Movement in the Netherlands
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