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THE EU’S POSITION VIS-A-VIS THE EU-MOROCCO ASSOCIATION COUNCIL 

 
 

Dear Ambassador Grønbech-Jensen, 

 

As COREPER considers the establishment of the EU position ahead of the upcoming EU-Morocco Association 

Council (Council 5292/26), we wish to recall the European Union’s consistent and principled commitment to 

the right of peoples to self-determination. 

 

Recent expressions of EU unity in defence of Greenlanders’ and Ukrainians’ right freely to determine their 

political future - including in response to external threats of annexation - have rightly underlined that self-

determination is not a discretionary political preference, but a foundational principle of international law. 

That same principle applies, without ambiguity, to the people of Western Sahara.  

 

The International Court of Justice has confirmed that no sovereign ties exist with Morocco that would affect the 

Saharawi people’s right to self-determination.1 The Court of Justice of the European Union has repeatedly 

affirmed that Western Sahara is a territory that is distinct and separate from Morocco, and that the consent of 

the Saharawi people is a legal prerequisite for any agreement affecting their land and resources.2 

 

The credibility of the European Union as a defender of international law depends on the consistent application 

of these principles, irrespective of strategic partnerships or geopolitical convenience. The EU cannot credibly 

champion self-determination in the Arctic or in its Eastern Neighbourhood while sidelining it in North Africa. 

 

The US president Donald Trump was the first to recognise Morocco’s baseless and illegal claims to the territory. 

It is precisely because of the explicit backing of Donald Trump that Rabat has intensified diplomatic efforts 

aimed at securing EU acceptance for its so-called autonomy plan - a proposal that, despite nearly two decades 

of reference, has never been explained to the UN Security Council nor tested against the legal requirement of 

genuine self-determination.  

 

At this juncture, it is essential that the EU anchor its position in law, not in pressure relating to migration 

management, readmission, or broader cooperation that would both undermine the Union’s legal order and its 

credibility. The EU’s strength lies in principled consistency: standing for what is lawful and right, even when 

doing so carries political cost. 

 

We therefore urge that the EU position ahead of the Association Council clearly and unequivocally reflects the 

Union’s legal obligations and stated values, including full respect for the Saharawi people’s right to self-

determination, and for the principles established through the ten rulings of the EU Court of Justice.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sara Eyckmans 

Western Sahara Resource Watch 

coordinator@wsrw.org 

www.wsrw.org  

 
1 https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-1178-2026-REV-1/en/pdf 
2 See, inter alia, CJEU, Council v Front Polisario, T-512/12 (10 December 2015), C-104/16 P (21 December 2016), T-180/14 (19 July 

2018), T-275/18 (30 November 2018), T-279/19, T-344/19 and T-356/19 (29 September 2021), C-778/21 P, C-779/21 P, C-798/21 P 

and C-799/21 P (4 October 2024), Western Sahara Campaign UK, C-266/16 (27 February 2018), Confédération Paysanne, C-399/22 (4 

October 2024). 

Ambassador Carsten Grønbech-Jensen, 

Permanent Representative to the European Union, Ambassador 

Permanent Representation of Denmark to the EU, Brussels 

 

 

Brussels, 20.01.2026 
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